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SUBJ: TURKISH PRESS CONFERENCE ON CYPRIOT "ATROCITIES" 

1. IN CONTINUATION TURKISH REBUTTAL ON PUBLIC OPINION ASPECTS 
OF CYPRUS SITUATION. MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND TOURISM ORHAN 
BIRGIT (FM GUNES WAS NOT PRESENT) 

CALLED 1830 (LOCAL TIME) AUGUST 18 PRESS CONFERENCE FOR 
WHICH THERE WAS LARGE TURNOUT FROM LOCAL AND FOREIGN PRESS. 
FOLLOWING WERE MAIN POINTS MADE: 

A. BASIC PROBLEM IS GREEK VIOLATIONS OF CEASEFIRE. IT IS 

TO WHAT GREEK-CYPRIOT SIDE IS DOING THAT WORLD SHOULD REACT 
RATHER THAN TO TURKISH ATTEMPTS TO PROTECT "OUR BROTHERS." 

B. BIRGIT LISTED SOME SPECIFIC EXAMPLES OF GREEK-CYPRIOT 
"ATROCITIES:" SIX "MURDERED" TURK-CYPRIOTS IN PAPHOS, ONE OF 
WHOM WAS THREE- YEAR OLD CHILD WITH "30 BULLETS" IN HIS BODY; 
MORTAR FIRE FROM GREEK ZONE OF NICOSIA INTO TURKISH ZONE THROUGH- 
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LIMASSOL "PRISON CAMP" AND ANOTHER 250 TURK-CYPRIOTS IN 
ANOTHER "PRISON" IN SAME AREA. 

C. BIRGIT QUOTED UN "CONFIRMATION" OF PAPHOS DEATHS 

IN LETTER FROM ICRC REPRESENTATIVE (MARSHALL). ACCORDING TO 
BIRGIT S READING OF LETTER, DEATH FIGURE WAS SIX. HE ADDED THAT 
MANY OTHER TURK-CYPRIOTS ARE BEING HELD IN PAPHOS STADIUM. 

D. TURKEY HAS COMPLIED WITH UN'S REQUEST FOR A CEASEFIRE 

AND SO IT IS NOW UP TO REST OF WORLD TO BRING NECESSARY PRESSURE 
TO BEAR SO "OTHER SIDE" WILL ALSO STOP FIGHTING. 

E. BIRGIT WAS ASKED AT LEAST FIVE TIMES WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF 
"OTHER SIDE" DOES NOT QUIT ITS "PROVOCATIONS." 

GENERALLY HE SIDESTEPPED ANSWER, BUT AT ONE POINT SAID "TURKEY 
WILL DO WHAT IS NECESSARY." HE, AS A FORMER JOURNALIST, THEN 
ASKED THAT THE ASSEMBLED REPORTERS NOT MAKE HEADLINES OUT OF 
THAT COMMENT. 

F. NICOSIA AIRPORT IS SURROUNDED BY TURKISH FORCES AND 

THE FACT WILL PROHIBIT "DESTRUCTIVE" ACTIONS FROM THE "OTHER SIDE." 

G. BIRGIT SEVERAL TIMES NOTED THAT THERE ARE PRESENTLY SOME 

30 FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS ON CYPRUS AND THAT THE FOREIGN PRESS 
SHOULD RELY ON WHAT FACTS THAT GROUP COULD GATHER, ALTHOUGH HE 
ADDED THEY WERE PROBABLY PROHIBITED FROM ENTERING GRF.F.K- 
CYPRIOT AREAS. HE HOPED GOT WOULD BE ABLE TO FLY LARGE GROUP 
OF FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS FROM ANKARA TO CYPRUS ON AUGUST 19. 
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